Germany's Ultimatum
from Germany. The German Minister in Brussels con-
fined himself to the statement that he was "personally"
convinced that his country had no threatening intention
towards Belgium.(ii) This personal opinion was con-
tradicted by events. On the same day Prussian troops
removed railway lines in Luxembourg territory, and the
Grand Duchy was invaded on August 2nd; though it is
true that Bethmann-Hollweg declared that this did not
involve any act of hostility towards Luxembourg, but
was simply a measure of protection against French attack
on the railways, stating as a fact that "French forces are
on the march towards Luxembourg."^)
Meanwhile the German army was concentrated at
Aix-la-Chapelle, where its commander, General von
Emmich, took up his quarters at the Union Hotel; ready
to begin his advance as soon as he received the Belgian
reply to the German ultimatum,(i3)
Delivery of the Ultimatum to Belgium
The Note which was in readiness in Brussels(i4) was
handed to the Belgian Government late in the afternoon
of August 2nd. The complaint which it made was the
alleged French intention to "cross Belgian territory in
order to attack Germany." And in the proclamation later
issued by General von Emmich when he advanced into
Belgian territory at the head of the army of the Meuse,
he similarly declared that the invasion was due to "un-
avoidable necessity," since French officers "in disguise"
had crossed Belgium in motor-cars "in order to penetrate
into Germany."(i5)
The German Note informed  Belgium that if she
maintained "a benevolent neutrality" she would recover
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